1. WHO AND WHERE GOD IS

DISCIPLE : Respected Sir! I wish to know about our
Hindu Religion. At the outset kindly let me know what
religion is.

PRECEPTOR (Guru): Religion is the right way of living
with faith inGod, Its purpose is to help one lead a pure
and virtuous life and also lead one towards God.
D: May I know who God is?
P: God is one who transcends our mental thoughts and

rules the universe.
D: Can we see Him?

P: This was the question put by Narendra (later Swami
Vivekananda) to Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
when he first met him. Sri Ramakrishna said that
he had seen God and that he would also helpNarendra
see God with his mind's eye. To prove the existepce of
a thing three kinds of evidence are cited:

Pratyaksha aimmaana aagamaah Pramaanaam

(Patanjalfs yogasutra 1.7).

They are perception, inference and competent scrip-
tures. It is not easy to see God with our ordinary
vision. We infer there is fire where there is smoke.
The wonders of Nature, the regular movements of
the heavenly bodies such as the moon, the sun and
the stars, lead us to infer that there must be an
intelligent master who controls them. The scriptures
which were compiled by saints endowed with divine
vision and knowledge proclaim that there is one God
who is omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent.
D: Is god male or female?

P: Tamil Saint Nammalwar says in one of his hymns that
God is neither male nor female. He is somemysteri
ous person who can assume any form he   likes. A